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God had rejected Saul from being king and had chosen another who was after God’s own heart (1 
Samuel 13:14).  That man was young David.  Samuel would soon anoint him as the next king, and David 
would burst on the scene with a victory over Goliath. 
 
As we come to 2 Samuel 12 David has been king for several years.  He is no longer a youth but is now in 
middle age.  2 Samuel 11 tells a story that is just as well-known as his victory over Goliath… his sin with 
Bathsheba.  In the spring David had sent his first in command, Joab, out to battle.  But David stayed in 
Jerusalem.  One afternoon he was walking on the roof of the king’s house and he saw a beautiful woman 
bathing.  David inquired about her and was told this was the wife of one of his mighty men, Uriah the 
Hittite (2 Samuel 23:39) who was with Joab on the battlefront.  David sent for Bathsheba anyway and 
slept with her.  Bathsheba later sent the message to David, “I am pregnant.”  Now David desperately 
sought to cover-up his sin.  So he sent to the battlefront for Uriah with the hopes that Uriah would spend 
the evening with his wife and the child would be assumed to be Uriah’s own.  But Uriah would not go 
home, partially because his fellow soldiers were not enjoying their wives and homes.  Next David got 
Uriah drunk with the hopes that he would go home.  But again Uriah did not.  So David now took matters 
into his own hands. 
 
ESV 

2 Samuel 11:14-15 ¶ In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 
15

 In 
the letter he wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he 
may be struck down, and die." 
 
After Bathsheba mourned the death of her husband, David brought her to his house and she became his 
wife.  The child was born, a son.  David seemed home free.  He had kept his sin secret from public 
knowledge, but not from God.  In one of the rare instances of an OT parable God brings what is secret to 
light. 
 

2 Samuel 12 
ESV 1

 ¶ And the LORD sent Nathan (a prophet) to David. He came to him and said to him, "There 
were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 

2
 The rich man had very many 

flocks and herds, 
3
 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb (female), which he had 

bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his 
morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter (in Hebrew “bath”, 
compare “Bathsheba”) to him. 

4
 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to 

take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the 
poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him." 

5
 Then David's anger was 

greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has 
done this deserves to die, 

6
 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

because he had no pity."  
 
According to the Mosaic Law the man in the story did not deserve to die.  However, David did deserve to 
die for his sin (Leviticus 20:10).  And there was no offering David could make under the Mosaic Law for 
his deliberate sin. 
 
 “Intriguingly David would later lose four of his sons (Bathsheba’s first child, 12:18; Amnon, 13:29; 
Absalom, 18:14-15; Adonijah, 1 Kgs 2:25”
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7 
¶ Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'I anointed you 

king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 
8
 And I gave you your master's house 

and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this 
were too little, I would add to you as much more.  
 
God would have… but not now. 
 
9
 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck 

down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites.  
 
Even though the Ammonites struck down Uriah it was David who engineered it.  This was the truth of the 
matter… and there would be long-term consequences for his sin that David could not escape. 
 
10

 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me 
and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 

11
 Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will 

raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 

12
 For you did 

it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.'"  
 
This is exactly what Absalom would do (2 Samuel 16:15-23).  David could have responded to Nathan in 
anger, like several other kings would do when prophets confronted them.  But David did not.  Instead he 
responded appropriately. 
 
13a

 David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD."  
 
Saul had to be drug to this point kicking and screaming, but David quickly got there.  Nathan conveys 
God’s partial reprieve, then he tells of a short-term consequence. 
 
13b

 And Nathan said to David, "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 
14

 
Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to 
you shall die." 
 
David would later write a psalm about the aftermath of Nathan’s confrontation (Read Psalm 51:1-17). 
 
I once heard a famous preacher

2
 speak about this and I will never forget his application.  There are two 

critical times in life when a man needs to win the battle with his sexuality. 
 
The first is when he is a young man.  But there is a second battle that comes in middle age.  We can get 
lazy about our earlier devotion to God and not guard ourselves.  David won the first battle but lost the 
second. 
 
I want to add an observation to this.  There was an alarm that sounded loudly in David’s thoughts that he 
should have listened to.  Interestingly enough it was the same alarm that sounded for Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden.  They wanted to hide their sin, and David wanted to cover his up.  Nathan put it this 
way in verse 12 “For you did it secretly”. 
 
However this passage can be applied in many more ways than only to sexual immorality.  You can apply 
these verses to anger, theft, a lack of forgiveness, pride, etc.  Is there an alarm going off in your head?  
Do you want to hide your choices and motivations?  Do you want to keep your sin secret?  Are you afraid 
of what may happen if it comes to light and becomes well-known?  Here’s a good place to start.  
Memorize Psalm 51, or at least visit it frequently.  This is the appropriate response when the alarm goes 
off in our own heads. 
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